





Pancake Breakfast

Aquatic Animal Sampling at the Kishwaukee
Headwaters, June 4

Four Defenders” members used dip nets to see what
creatures are using the stream at the Defenders Dean
Street property. The headwaters are a muck bottom
stream with quite a high-quality plant community
lining the bank. Sedges, Sweet Indian Plantain, Joe
Pye Weed, and others make quite a nice natural area
along the stream. A Sedge Wren and an Alder
Flycatcher sang as we collected our samples.

In the water we found both Darner and Skimmer
Dragonfly larvae, Narrow-winged Damselfly larvae,
Fingernail Clams, a Water Threader, a Bull Frog,
American Toad Tadpoles, Brook Stickleback and
Central Mud Minnow fish. These are typical local
species for muck bottom creeks that are not polluted.
The two fish are both considered Illinois Wildlife
Action Plan Species since they do not do well in
degraded environments. It’s good that The Defenders,
the Soil and Water Conservation District, the City of
Woodstock, and MCCD all collaborated years ago to
protect this headwater stream that supports some high
quality species!

MaRVIN'S TOy STORE

simply wonder fun

64 A N. Williams St.
Downtown Crystal Lake, IL 60014
779.220.4179
Visit us at www.marvinstoystore.com

For toys fhai are qood for ihe earth and the mind

Solar Tour

A big thank you to Pat and Terry Dieckhoff for providing several interested
members information about their use of solar energy this Spring. Not only
did they provide a tour of their solar installation, but also shared information
about their use of rain barrels, a rain garden and natural landscaping to help
them live more sustainably.

H9tE

great vendors

great music

Summer Market, May-October
Woodstock Squere
‘i’u@gdays & Saturdays, & am to 1 pm

Winter Market, Nov-Apr, @ am to 1 pmr 288
McHenry County Fairgrounds @
1018

Double coupon program provided ﬂHough Illu
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Recycling Drives Roam the County

By Barb Day, Chair, Waste Reduction Committee

On Saturday, May 14, 2016 the Environmental Defenders of McHenry County, who has
held recycling drives in McHenry County since the early 1970s, held their drive for the
first time in Lake in the Hills at the Public Works Department. Thanks to our spectacular
volunteers and the assistance received from Lake in the Hills, we were able to collect
11,000 pounds of TVs and monitors in addition to the other items we usually collect:
household and auto batteries, fluorescent tubes and bulbs, Styrofoam, all kinds of tapes,
CDs and DVDs, and used clothing and tennis shoes. More than 100 cars brought items
to be recycled.

We have recycling drives scheduled in different towns throughout McHenry County
for the remainder of the year. On June 11 we were in Harvard at the Village Hall. On
July 9 we will be in Algonquin at Jacobs High School. We are making arrangements to
come to your town in the near future.

We believe that it is a bad idea to throw solid waste materials in a hole in the ground
when they could become another product. A landfill has the potential to leak and cause
problems for our groundwater, soil and air. Our focus is to reduce consumption, reuse
what we can and recycle the rest. Recycled materials are used to create new products.
Creating that new product can also create jobs.

During our drives we are often asked a few questions:

1. Why can’t I just throw my TV in the garbage?
Electronics, including TVs and computer monitors, are full of toxic stuff like lead,
admium, mercury, and arsenic which can pollute our water supply. It’s against the
law. It’s wrong. It’s irresponsible.

2. Why do we request a donation for certain items we take to recycle?
We ask for a donation because we are a non-profit and need to cover our costs. The
Environmental Defenders pay $3,000-$3,500 per month to get everything hauled to
the recyclers, the people who take apart the TVs and monitors we take to them. We
have no government funding and the recycling events are run entirely on donations.
We could not afford to provide this service otherwise.

3. Would it be cheaper to throw the item in a landfill? Not really.

A landfill has to be maintained by either a private owner or the government in other
words, us, the taxpayer. It has to be inspected to check for leaking and other problems,
again, the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA), meaning us the taxpayer.
When an existing landfill is full, other land must be found and acquired. Taxpayers pay
for that. According to the IEPA the landfills in our area have about 10 years of life left in
them. Does anyone want a landfill near their property? Does anyone want to pay to have
solid waste materials hauled far away (another cost to the taxpayer) when a site nearby is
not found?

Recycling should and can provide many opportunities, including jobs, which must be
better than throwing reusable materials away. After all, the recyclable materials (mostly
packaging) have a dollar value through the process of manufacturing the product we
consume. We pay that price when we buy the product. It seems it would be better to make
another product from that material rather than throw it away, don’t you think? $
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Recycling Drives

What:

Fluorescent  tubes, rechargeable
batteries, car batteries, button batteries,
and block white Styrofoam. Packing
peanuts and re-useable bubble wrap
may be dropped off for no charge. We
will also be accepting certain
electronics, such as computers, phones,
printers, toys, TVs and computer
monitors for a donation to the
Defenders. T/C Metals in Crystal Lake
has been friendly and helpful as can be
when we bring aluminum or non-
ferrous metals to them. With metal
prices up, this has been a steady source
of income. Many folks have used the
McHenry drive and donated their
aluminum cans.

When:
Second Saturday of each Month. 9-
noon.

Where: See our Web site:
www.mcdef.org for updates as we
roam the county!

Styrofoam Drop-Off

Village of Algonquin: Public Works,
110 Meyer Drive.

Village of Lakewood: Lakewood
Village Hall, 2500 Lake Avenue,
Lakewood Public Works garage, 6570
Haligus Road.




Environmental Defenders
of McHenry County
Mission Statement

The Environmental Defenders of
McHenry County is a citizen
organization dedicated to the
preservation and improvement of
the environment. We are
committed to building sound
ecological relationships between
people and the natural world that
supports all life.

To achieve the aim of
environmental preservation and
improvement, we provide the
community with educational
programs and volunteer action on
pollution prevention, sustainable
land use, waste reduction, and
energy and natural resource
conservation.

We advocate policies that protect
drinking water supplies and
conserve land for open space and
agriculture. We demonstrate waste
reduction through recycling drives
and reuse centers. We encourage
natural resource protection through
native landscaping and stream
protection programs.

Inquire if your work has
EarthShare giving
program!

Call us at 815-338-0393.
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GENTIY USED BOOKS # RISALE STORTI GREEN GIFTS

Hours
Tues -Fri: 11 AM to 4 PM

Saturday: 11 AM to 3 PM

110 S. Johnson Street
Woodstock Square Mall,
Woodstock

Credit cards accepted.

Photo of the Quarter
New Defenders’ Business
Member, Dave Kranz of
Daves Bait & Tackle,
stands next to a work of art
shown at an annual
International Convention of
Allied  Sports  Fishing
conference. Commissioned
by Costa Sunglasses, the
sculpture is made from
plastic pieces found in the
coastal waters of Florida.
Also see Daves new
podcast information at
www.wefishasa.com.

Membership Form

Membership makes a great gift!l

Choose a level that works for you!

Supporting — $250..........ccceeevueeereereenneninenens

Patron — $100........ccceuiiiieneirinnneriirnncrnennnennns ]
Family/Basic — $50..........cccuuveeiirriirnnncinnnnnnes L]
Young Professional/Millennial - $30................ [
Student — $10........coivenniiiiiieiiriieeeereeeeeeaaeaes ]
1T 7 X S B
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP: $1,000........................ []
Other amount...........ccccuvviuiiiiiniiinciecinenennnens ]

Total contribution: $
Name #1
Name #2
Address
City State Zip

Township
E-mail #1
E-mail #2

Phone

Year moved to McHenry County:

Number of individuals residing in household:
[ ] My check is enclosed.

Please return completed form to:
Environmental Defenders of McHenry County
110 S. Johnson Street, Suite 106
Woodstock, IL 60098 OR
Join on-line at www.mcdef.org
Questions? Call 815-338-0393
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JULY

Wednesday, July 6 “Green Wednesdays” Talk & Reception — Duke’s Alehouse & Kitchen, Crystal Lake. 5-7 PM

Saturday, July 9 Recycling Drive-ALGONQUIN — Jacob’s High School, 2601 Bunker Hill Drive.

July 14-16 Summer Garage Sale. See page 7 for details.

Saturday, July 23 Des Plaines River Paddle Trip — 9 AM. Contact Cindy Skrukrud to sign up:
cskrukrud@gmail.com. Russell Rd Launch to Wadsworth Rd Launch. 3-4 hours/6.25 miles

AUGUST

Wednesday, August 3~ “Green Wednesdays” Talk & Reception — Duke’s Alehouse & Kitchen, Crystal Lake. 5-7 PM

August 3-7 McHenry County Fair — Defenders’ volunteers needed for this annual fundraiser. Details page 6.

August 6 First Annual Keep Woodstock Beautiful — Cleanup event, 8AM to 1PM. Smaller groups, families and

individuals are encouraged to register in advance at Volunteer Spot: http://vols.pt/SD4dis. The morning begins
with registration and a continental breakfast at Matrix 4, 610 E. Judd Street. The Woodstock Chamber of
Commerce, the City of Woodstock, The Environmental Defenders and the Woodstock Jaycees, along with
community residents, will organize this free, family friendly event every August, promoting a clean community.
August 11 & 12 Tour of Gladstone Fen— 6 PM both dates. RSVPs needed. Details page 7.

Saturday, August 20 Fox River Paddle Trip — 10 AM. Contact Cynthia Kanner to sign up: cynthkanner@gmail.com.
Sheridan to Ayers Landing, in LaSalle County. 3-6 hours/12 miles. Details page 7.
Sat. August 20 evening Annual Corn Roast — 4 PM. Details page 7.

SEPTEMBER

Wednesday, Sept. 7 “Green Wednesdays” Talk & Reception - Duke’s Alehouse & Kitchen, Crystal Lake. 5-7 PM
Saturday, Sept. 10 Kishwaukee River Paddle Trip — 9 AM: Contact Neill Sachs - neillsachs@gmail.com

Saturday, Sept. 17 It’s Our River - 9th annual Celebration of The Fox! — 1 PM to 4 PM. Cornish Park, Algonquin
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Preserve * Protect * Educate

110 S. Johnson Street, Suite 106
Woodstock, IL 60098
www.mcdef.org





